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"Buried alive in April 1918, during the massive German offensive on the Western front, 
Frank Prewett clawed his way back to life and to poetry. He breathed the war into his 
verse and into his fragmented post-war identities. This book provides a poignant portrait 
of a life lived in the shadow of the trenches and marked indelibly by the performative 
language of shell shock." – Jay Winter, Yale University, USA

“A brilliant account of Prewett's remarkable and intriguing story which opens many 
questions about identity and belonging, about power and manipulation in the creation of 
public reputation, and about the fatal risk of losing yourself to what other people want you 
to be” – Paul O'Prey, Author of Counter-Wave: The Poetry of Rescue in the First World 
War (2018)
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This book examines the extraordinary life of Frank “Toronto” Prewett and the history of trauma, literary expression, and the power of
self-representation after WWI. 

Joy Porter sheds new light on how the First World War affected the Canadian poet, and how war­induced trauma or “shell­shock”
caused him to pretend to be an indigenous North American. Porter investigates his influence of, and acceptance by, some of the most
significant literary figures of the time, including Siegfried Sassoon, Edmund Blunden, Wilfred Owen and Robert Graves.

In doing so, Porter skillfully connects a number of historiographies that usually exist in isolation from one another and rarely meet. By
bringing together a history of the WWI era, early twentieth century history, Native American history, the history of literature, and the
history of class Porter expertly crafts a valuable contribution to the field.

Joy Porter is Professor of Indigenous History at the University of Hull, UK and Leverhulme Major Research Fellow, 2019-2022.




