
Miss Christina Wilson 
M.A. 

Miss Wilson's retirement at the end of the year, 
draws to a close a n association with Somerville House 
covering in a ll, a period of 43 years. 

Mi ss Wilson mig rated with her fam ily from Scot­
la nd, a rriving in Brisbane in l 922. When she left 
Aberdeen for Austra lia, Miss Wilson had just com­
pleted he r exam inations fo r t he degree of Master of 
Arts in C lassics. Afte r t each ing Engl ish , Fre nch, 
Lat in and Greek at t he Brisbane Girls' Grammar Schoo l 
fo r six month s, Mi ss Wilson joined t he staff of 
Some rville House at the beginning of th e 1924 school 
yea r to teach Latin, Greek, French and Ancient 

H isto ry. Two of he r Greek a nd Latin stude nts in the 
l 927 Senio r c lass, Betty Robertson, now Mrs. Owen 
Fletcher, and Phyllis Rob inson, proceed ed to the 
University of Queens land and both g raduated with 
First Class Honours in C lass ics. 

In 1929 Mi ss Wi lson became part-time Secretary 
to the Principa Is in o rde r to study modern languages, 
part-time, at the Univers ity. As the outcome of her 
st udies, t he Unive rsity of Queensland confe rred upon 
Miss Wilson the d egree of Mast e r of Arts, ad eundem. 

This was a period of rapid expa ns ion for Some rvi lle 
Ho use and it was at this time a lso that Clayfield 
Co llege was founded under the aegis of Miss Harker 
and Mi ss J arrett. These we re the fac to rs which turned 
Mi ss Wilson's appointment as part-time Secre tary for 
o ne year into fu ll-time Secretary for many yea rs. Miss 
W ilson was responsible for the organisation of the 
School office a nd for setting up the system of School 
reco rds which makes it possib le to trace every scho lar 
e nro lled at Somerville Ho use from its foundat io n . It 
was not unti l March, 1951, t hat Miss Wilson with ­
drew from the Schoo l off ice and returned to the 
c lass-rooms, t eaching Latin, Ancient Histo ry a nd 
Eng lish. 

SO MERVILL E HOUSE MA GA Z IN E 

Miss Wilson has been a member of both the 
Repertory Theatre (a founda tion member) and the 
Twelfth Night and has played ro les in the productions 
of both " litt le theatre" g rou ps . Choral singing was 
a not he r inte rest of t he Wilson fam ily which had its 
own quartet, specia lising in Scottish a nd Sacred 
Mus ic. Miss Wilson's love of the Arts and of the 
Theatre in particular, has been reflected in the 
School in her wi llingness to sponsor Drama a nd Play­
Reading groups during the Schoo l's week ly Activity 
time, in he r willingness to encourage and advise 
young actresses and in he r ca re of the properties and 
costumes which contribute so much to the atmosphere 
and the colour of every stage production. In her own 
student days, Comme rc ia l Art was one of Miss 
Wilson 's extra-cur ricu lar in terests a nd each Com­
me mo ration Day, he r past students admire aga in he r 
ca ligraphy head ing the signatu res in the Schoo l's 
v isito rs' book. 

Miss Wi lson's life has been so rich in inte rest and 
accomplishment that we a re complete ly confident that 
our wishes for he r happiness and fo r the fu 11 en joy­
ment of he r days of ease will be fu lfill ed in he r 
retirement . 
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