
l'IY RECOLLECTIONS
HOUSE, OUR SOJOURN

OF THE WAR TIME EVACUATION OF SOMEFVILLE
IN THREE CENTRES AND THE REIURN AT THE E}'ID

OF THE WAR

On Satuj.da"i, 2il',h .jaiiua jr-v, 19+2 a Staff lleetirrg was beinq held
at Sonervi.ile Hodse to discuss what measures sho'rl'i be taken
t; ;""".. th. safetl- oi tf'e pupils - sriddenfv the premises ua3

i"ff--"i- s.""t"fs in Lrniforn' t/-'n-t'

Then, orr ilorrda;i, 26th Janual:-t came the forrral re'jues'! tilai-'
i.jrr'tf-r" isi Februarr for 'the d'iratior'' tire S'ho'-i itas '"o

b€coiie li,e Ui,ite'i S-.ates' Arm:r Hea'l'friar-'Lers '

^-ot{ 
begar' il,e seaich f o.= ,-'ew hones f o' the Da.w Girl s a''d i'Lte_g"".;".=. 

Tiri.ee ]'ere fii-lalI]' selecled - the Qrieen Ale-{an'ira
;;;,", coorPa..,o for t,'ose livil'rg '"he Soii-Llisi'je;
';5t-".lfw:'n', .Auchenfiower for the gir1s oi'l the iior'"hside and

"l.ioio;r,ir,dah" , Siar'tiiorpe f or the Boarder=s '

li:irei-l -L!e Gote.niient deci:eed '"ha'L ali schools sL'o':ld renairl
closedSoirertilleiiousees'Lablished,ii-rco''iri'rc'"ioniii-Lhtire
Br:isbai-'e Bo:rs' CoLlege a].'d Ciavfield ColLege ' a comprehenslve
coi.espoi,ience course.

I i-r f i-.-,le ii,o.e than ',hiee weeks qoods and cl'ia-Liels irere pacXe'j
-dp at Somer:tii le House.

The S"aif raoike,i unreir,it-Lir'glt nori sortinq arrd p-acklrrgr t:rping

"rrd ."..".fi.'A coriespondence paFers ' o1'i Girls and Present
cirls ralti€d rolij:rd and gave invai able help'

Pacliing cases lawne,i or' ever'J- side ard -"here itere books ' booiis
ar,d s'!i1l nore boolis. I.! tl'le Boaiding Scirool inoiri"rrins of
'ulankets and pi1loits, and e'-'d1ess Piies ']f 'i:ocker:t 

had .Lo be

e:ipei il"t paclie.i. No 44ll power itas availa"'1e i

To ad.l i-o 'Lhe tui'noil lhe iiiiericai'Ls ' beiig an-iions to e'r-Ler

irt. possessior', itere ever.t'where, orkmen Pu'Lti'ig. a door: here'
a t{i.r,io-* there, Partitions soneliL'ere else - ai'd' of 'ourse'
'Le iePl(oi1e5 eve i t'* he i'e '

i ras nol presenl for -"he 'e'acua'Lion' bui I lear." aboui ii
i""'r"." =;i"" ' isabei Andreiis, who '"as '"he Ilist'ess 1i:1 Charqe

oi rf''" .1.,"i"t Sci.rooi. T, !ith n) tJpe"r!ter- and Gest'e-"nei:

dlipii.aior -*'eni ov vai'l .- i-lte Brisbar'e BoJ.' Coiiege' The

J.:i"". .l -Lhe van aske'i ne 'Lo 'Lravel with n't irLaciines as he

=oia ty n.*...,.e woul'i avoid his van being coii'r'airdeef ed aild ni
equipineri ,iisapPearirrg: Oi1 ny arrival a.L the Brisirane Bots'
iJil!g. I set -up 

m;u macr'ines arrd s'Lai:-Led 'Lhe -!ask of 'Lr''ping

ti. .-"""".po,taence lessor,s l used tito i"vpeitriters

""'Iip..f"i 
Portable iiith a double shifi-Lock' tljss Jarre'"i

f'"a n"a it specialfv equiPped with Algebraicai in'f ices 
'

Chemisir:; syinbots and French aceents'



The nale S-"af f iias asked to heip by d.rplicating .,he iyping.
One daL "hen chattlr,g ri-Lh one of the staff I men.Lioned thal
i rias iiorried because I had seen the tiredress of those
workirig at, Somer'l ill€ - of'Len llflirtg hearl' cases eic. - ne
did no'" sal an-rlhing but -.he ne-'L da} he, and a group of
Senior bo'r's ar.iii'ed al the Queerr Aleriar,dra Hone - il
opporiune as th€ SchooI desks e-"c. had arrived and 'Lhese r,ate
helpers carried then in ai1,j set up 'Lhe classioor,s. Their l,e1p
'F as ii,-ric h ar,FrecialLed.

Tlreie i,;as Eer,eral rejoicing i.'iren the Go\ ernflren'" decided 'ulrat
afl scLools sirould fe-open oiL the 2iid triaich. TL'e Brisbare
Bo:rs' College ai.i Cia:rf ieid CollegE r:es.imed i'iormaLlr, but '"i-,e
SoiT'e i.i iL1e ioiitir:i;Eiti rnoled ilii.o -"hree neir quartef s. Th-.rs
ended '.he r,igl,-Lifiar.e - i j., iittle nore 'Lhan i'ltFee nec1is
Soiier.'rilie Staf f Lad a.coir,pl ishE,i 'ihat l'iad seeir,ed '!o be arL
ir,;ossibie tasli, fir,ding -"hiee ne,i hones - eq.iippi,-'g -"hen as
.-ll .. r'.-L iat i,,d ir.-ir i m!_ !,r.ni:ro.
ALi .entfes setiied ii "ell and I]ioceeded (illi the usual '"orli.
'"'e e\'€ir l'iel,i oiii. Annuai Speecir Da:\.s - on '!he laFn at
"Dr:islL"r.1l":

Ti,e Staff 'ras ,ji1-ided inio ihr.ee groups. Those iiho iier'L to
Staniiroipe irere tl'iere for ihe {LoLe period. Those ieinaiiling
in B1=isbaie di''.ided iheir iime be'Ll{een the -"iio centres,
spen'iing, pe1.haps, '"hree da:,.s ai Coorparoo and the ies-! of the'"'eeli ai Auchei'lflower or vice i ersa. Certain ner'bers iie::e
seiected to sia.r at one centr.e, for e.ample, nt sis'Ler a.s
sla'Lioned ai 'Lhe Queen Ale;rardr-a Hone arld Miss Hilso., a-!
"D11 s11w;-rr" . i'iiss George 'tsas in charge at Coorparroo, iiiss
)1.r9",, "t A ij . I . - I , a . o \. - . -.'d .l :s. - .;;.Le aL j:-,.r Lu, p

'_di rirrrB rrf dr er dr L oorparoc
l,p ib ",.1 Jrp:: aj:,,8 qpii ;': :he r,:E..',

Staff, in ordei. io co-ordiia'Le the School
r dewised a s:{s-Lein i.bich iias a nodificatioi!
- aiI malerial r-as sent to 'ne 'Lo be t.rpe,j

ilIe House, all three ,iirisic'ns becair'e one

lj' busiesl 
"iines 

were iihen I also had -!o t:j.pe and ,juplicaie
| '( :;dfl in.li. r, p.!,Fr- a, ^-ll "- ll'- .- "ork.
Here I would ljke 

"o 
record the kindness and help gii'en to 'Lhe

Staff b;- Iir & i.1i: s iiash, parent,s of Irerre, r!'ho was Duji of our
Sciioof in 1939.



'Il.: \l:F:,-,1 ,:+ ah,,r, h
persuaded i.ir & Ilrs Nash to be Caretakers of the Queen
Aieriandra Hone during the absence of the children. I !iisb to
e;press mt hear_tful thanks for their kindness to a,
persol1aily,

Tl,e1 had a ca'Lts6e oF ffa'! behind the main btiilding. When
ihe:i discovered I was in the building orr my oi{n at night 'Lhey
iefi their confort.abLe quarters arrd sat dorinstairs in the
bui-idir,g - " I'" rras not safe foi ine t.o be there alone" 'Lhey
said. On tI'o ieirt .old, riir,-"er rlighls tl:,ey brought ne a hot
ji,€al. Their tigi1, at n:i b.isies'L tiines, must hare been lor-rg
and tiring because, or several occasions I raceC donns-"airs
iWe'il iock up, off you go") to ca."eh ihe las'L tram froin the
JLinci;on arrd, at Woolfoongabba, the last irain lo Eas'"
Brisbane, for-LLlnatelt lhe '"rar, sioI,pEd nutside mt hoLlse.

Diirir,g ihe .{id Raid Alarins everr-one a'L -Lhe Qlieen .{ietiandra
Hoine fuarched io the shel-Ler under the buiiding, nert to th€
Cheinisti'y LaboiaioF:ti To pas: the tine mt sis'Ler aLways had
the girls sii:rqii'g. At .qrichenffol'er }ie ha,i spl''" 'Lienches. I
alwa:is seenred to be al Aucirenfloi{er on these occasio,_rs.

The girls coped weii t"'i-Lh their ilen s.rrro,ri,,jin6s but it, in
Biisbai^te, inearr-L aii ork - rro p1a"r or sport. At t j1e Queen
Al- -,.J,- H-r,- L- (.:aL,-,;J n:l.]ed L;.e lo.ei), ihal; irees
that i,e had beer' accustomed io a'L Soner'ti1Ie. The gir:is at

ii.isic lessons coul'j onlt be given ii1 School hours. 1i *as i'!ni
considered adtisabie for chil,ir.en to iravel alone af',er
scLrool,

Ai-l cei,t:i'es se'Liled in weLl - *e ewen held oui. Ani_,.ial Speecir

,- sFeu,u yc.r ,i hd> drrd lBeu L s U!ru dJ
Siantiorpe for a -"eek '"o ieach nt classes there. Ohl tha'"
lu..:, *J ).. rrd;n j ,-n-l - (r ,'g ' a Lm;d- m*r ' ;irL !lr.-

iliss Craig rislled aII three cenires each iqeek, She nus'" have
L;=', \';1. :LL-.1 o[ !l-i lidr,]_ iedroL,: juurr.E;i, ri,a la, on he

:LrFi:r/ru5dJrLULi"rSurL*dJr\LeLlL sepdrduL-
frotu the responsibility that iras hers.

JLdrr(nerP< rrdu a ru\cry tsdruerr.
rLserr vcrJ ePus - se\e L)

housed t.herein. we had a cot.tage nearly as an over-f1ow and a
lFrj- dq,,dF bprinF.l:ss and muiic rooms.



Being at S'Lan'Lhorpe for that week was like living in a
differen'" worfd. I star-ed in a cottage with i.iiss cra]. and
Miss Shair. The girls iiere eager to learn aboui our life i11
Brisbane so I _yias seated at different tables for each of nr-t
ireals and had to ar,siier nunerous questions.

"DrtslIwr--n" -'ias also a charmin; fanilt residerrce but the Queen
Afeiiar-rdra Hone, t"rith its colourful history, is part of

ar Semer! ittc, "e,- pr:,:t-f.,i
that ou'_ sojorirn ther. added a snalL section to its saEa.

Eat.Lr- in 19.15 te said a for1.i farernetl to Queerr Ale;raildia Hone

On ihe 6'rh Febi:uarJ i.rhe,r the Da1'' Girls returned io Somerviife
Ho.rse it -,ras, for so.ne, ihe first gliir,I,se tteJ had had of-"l-ieir school. The Boarders renairred at Stanthorpe because 'Ltre
Ainericar,s s'uiff retained t'he Boarding School and the Ioiier
floor of the Senioi: School Building.

We had ilorr]ir,B Asse'nbly along the vei.airdah to the left of the
main entra.rce iri^ti.h nas strictfy out of bounds. Everyone had
to use '"he narrow back siairs which 1ed oui lo -Lhe Colonr,ade.

LrJ I L.:, irl:_;rrnq, rno o)F:, .-r
lh- _r,,ni.,J lra.k, 5lip-p-e,r.e,it-J orr :.'o, hinq aj:+'o-. Tn- Sl"r.
kelt fit as it ,ras ofien a race be'"iiee!-1 fesseils from -"he

' uLrL,"'9 L'd'h up t L c uurrur.ra.

The dat th- _rar ended the i\"eiis canie to Sonervilie House ro oe
for arded dir.ect to 10 DoivrlinE Street and the i{hile House.

Sone tears later an Anei'ican vlsited the School and, at
\l )rnin: Asseir.5iS, p,eienlc.1 us Lirl, Lhe Ti(-A-iape dF l--i1j-!hal Japarr had surrendered and the war in the Pacific !_as

This is !:reseri_ed in o.jr \rch;\es.

I:"- --s l,-i?i+r r-r '-l,e gir'13 -s lner n-E i]ai L5eil jror'.
(iihich the -qmericans waiche,j f 1=ortr the top of t,"€ hill ) .

Cr.i .{iminifL; pool .ould no lorrEier be used, so, as I had been
ri,<'- irrdiSe Oi -r.- .-.'nm,n;, i iiO{ ;IOU?S i J Lt F liF!' r rd
B":1. a:'i +dJij tra.h m r1;nj l1- lealr ani -L rra,rllco L. rl-.
.c4r,FJ Ldi ,i. ds ii"< A.ner r FnJ.l r.F, iieir rrl ,=i
t ..;.jJs lh-.- i aii. oiraid i, -' ti:nesJ 6ds ncr \'*r; p-!,uid,,

ri L. g11 . Pas;aBq ror -r;_ si;rJ..nrro
so i coLlfd pick tl'le tean for the G.P.S. Fe coped an,i r'ere



On the 19th Novenber, 19.15 the Anrerican Headquarters Base 3
ntoved to Vicloria Park and finally all s€ctions vacaEecl
Sonterville House on the 30th Novenber, 1S45.

First Term, 19,16 saw Somerville llouse once more occupting its

JESSIE Ai.IDRE'I{S


