MY RECOLLECTIONS OF THE WAR TIME EVACUATION OF SOMERVILLE
HOUSE, OUR SOJOURN IN THREE CENTRES AND THE RETURN AT THE END

OF THE WAR
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The male Staff was asked to help by duplicating the typing.
One day, when chatting with one of the staff I mentioned that
I was worried because I had seen the tiredness of those
working at Somerville - often lifting heavy cases etc. - he
did mnot say anything but the next day he, and a group of
Senior boys arrived at the Queen Alexandra Home - it was most
opportune as the School desks etc. had arrived and these male
helpers carried them in and set up the classrooms. Their help
was much appreciated.

There was general rejoicing when the Government decided that
all schools should re-open on the 2nd March. The Brisbane
Boys’ College and Clayfield College resumed normally, but the
Somerville contingent moved intc three new gquarters. Thus
enaged the nightmare - in little more than three weeks
Somerville Staff had accomplished what had seemed to be an
impossible task, finding three new homes - eguipping them as
well as evacuating their former premises,

All centres settled in well and proceeded with the usual work.
We even held our Annual Speech Days - on the lawn at
"Drysllwyn"!

The Staff was divided into three groups. Those who went to
Stanthorpe were there for the whole periocd. Those remaining
in Brisbane divided their +time between the +two centres,
spending, perhaps, three days at Coorparco and the rest of the
week at Auchenflower or vice versa, Certain members were
selected to stay at one centre, for example, my sister was
stationed at the Queen Alexandra Home and Miss Wilson at
"Dryslilwyn". Miss George was in charge at Coorparooc, Miss
Morgan at Auchenflower and Miss Fopple at Stanthorpe.

After teaching my afternocon classes at Coorparoc I started
typing and duplicating well into the night.

Miss Crailg and the Staff, in order to co-ordinate the School
work and standards, devised a system which was a modification
of the alton Flan - all material was sent to me to be typed
and duplicated. The system worked so well that, when we
returned to Somerville House, &all three divisions became one
immediately.

My busiest times were when I alsc had to type and duplicate
the examination papers as well as the set work.

kindness and help given to the

Here I would like to record the

Staff by Mr & Mrs Nash, parents of Irene, who was Dux of our
P S, Sy Ll ann
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odist Church, I think it was the Coorparco Church, had
d Mr & Mrs Nash to be Caretakers of the GQuesen
a Home during the absence of the children. I wish to
my heartful thanks or their kindness to  me,
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"Moiomindah Stanthorpe had a lovely garden. The residence
accommodated itself very well to our needs - seventy-five were
housed therein. We had a cottage nearly as an over-flow and a
large garage became class and music rooms.



Being at Stanthorpe for that week was 1like living in a
different world. I stayed in a cottage with Miss Gray and
Miss Shaw. The girls were eager to learn about our life in
Brisbane so I was seated at different tables for each of ny
meals and had to answer numercus guestions.

"Drysllwyn" was also a charming family residence but the Queen
Alexandra Home, with its colourful history, is part of
Brisbane’s heritage and we, at Somerville, were privileged
that our sojourn there added a small section to its saga.
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On the 18th November, 1945 the American Headguarters Base 3
moved to 'ictoria Park and finally all sections vacated
Somerville House on the 30th November, 1945.

First Term, 1946 saw Somerville House once more occupying its
own home.



