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Opening Speech Viadrinicum 2017 
 

Borderla d Europe – Borders a d Co fli ts i  th Ce tury Europe   
by Professor Dr. Karl Schlögel 
 

The great changes in Europe after 1989 have re-opened our view on 

many fundamental political, social and cultural issues, among others on 

borders, boundaries, border zones, borderlands. Borders which have 

been taken for granted for ever ceased to exist, territories which never 

have been borderlands have become border zones, even frontlines as 

we have seen in former Yugoslavia, in Ukraine today and the contested 

border areas of the European Union in the Mediterranean Sea. Border 

management – hard or soft – has become one of the crucial issues in 

Europe today. The idea of overcoming national boundaries in Europe 

(Schengen) is obviously competing with the necessity of maintaining 

control and defending the sovereignty of nation states. The discourse on 

borders after the fall of the Iron curtain has to cope with entirely new challenges – or not so 

e  o es, as the history of Europe as the „ o ti e t of o i g orders  Joseph Roth  ill 
demonstrate. Frankfurt on the Odra river is a good place for rethinking the entire complex of 

European borderlands then and now. 
 

Karl Schlögel is a publicist and one of the most renowned experts on Eastern European history 

in Germany. Until recently he has been professor for Eastern European history at the University 

of Konstanz and the European University Viadrina in Frankfurt/Oder. His books primarily address 

the culture of modernity and municipal history in Eastern Europe, especially Russia, as well as 

Russian emigration in the 20th century. His most important publications include De isio  i  
Kiev. Lessons from Ukrai e , 2015; Ar heology of o u is , 2014; Peters urg. La oratory 
of modernity, 2002; a d Mos o  9 7 , 2012.  
 

Moderation: Professor Dr. Alexander Wöll 
 

 

With kind financial support of:  
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August 29, 2017  

6.00 pm 

Große Scharrnstr. 59 

Frankfurt/Oder 

HG 109 

 

Talk. Viadrinicum 2017 

The Ne  a d Old  Europe. Re isiti g the Europea  East-West Di ide  

Dr. habil. Jan Sowa 
 

After the fall of the Soviet Bloc almost 30 year ago it 

seemed the division of Europe into the West and East 

was overcome and all major differences would grad-

ually disappear in the process of catching-up and 

modernization in the East according to the patterns 

provided by the West. Reunification of Germany and 

enlargement of European Union seemed to confirm 

this optimistic scenario. However, more recent polit-

ical developments – especially the so-called refugee 

risis a d the pla  to esta lish t o-speed EU  – prove that this division has been much more 

solid and enduring than it might have seemed.  

It hardly comes puzzling if we look at the East-West divide in the perspective of long duration 

put forward by such scholars as Fernand Braudel or Immanuel Wallerstein. As a matter of fact, 

it is the most long-lasting division within the European continent with parts of nowadays Ger-

many and Poland playing the role of borderlands between the East and the West.  

I  y talk, I’ll sket h a ge eral history of this old ultural and social border and point to its im-

plications in contemporary politics. 

 

Jan Sowa (born 1976) is a dialectical materialist social theorist and researcher. He studied at the 

Jagiellonian University in Kraków, Poland and University Paris VIII in Saint-Denis, France. He 

holds a PhD in sociology and a habilitation in cultural studies. His research and teaching assign-

ments took him to several universities in Poland and abroad, recently, University of São Paulo 

and Warsaw University. He is a member of the Committee on Cultural Studies of the Polish 

Academy of Sciences. 

Moderation: Dr. habil. Mykhailo Minakov 
 

With kind financial support of:  
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Documenting the Social. Screening of short films and discussion.  

Viadrinicum 2017  

August 30, 2017, 6.00 pm, Verbuendungshaus Fforst 

Forststraße 4, 15230 Frankfurt/Oder 

 

In cooperation with the International Human Rights Documentary Film Festival Docudays UA and a 

filmmaker Michalina Musielak (Poland) we will watch four short documentaries and discuss the role of 

documentary filmmaking in addressing social challenges in Poland and Ukraine. 

MISS HOLOCAUST (Pola d / Ger a y 7, Michali a Lud iła Musielak,  i .); Documentary film 

about an Israeli beauty pageant created in 2012 for women who survived Holocaust. 

THE FALL OF LENIN (Ukraine 2016, Svitlana Shymko, 11 min.); An ironic documentary film about the farewell 

to the phantoms of the USSR in Ukraine.  

HOME (Ukraine 2015, Anna Korzh, 15 min.); Home is the place where you store your dreams, your hap-

piness, your serenity. But what do you do when you have to leave immediately, without thinking? Then 

there is nothing left to do but keep home in your heart and dream about coming back with every fiber 

of your soul.  

ALIVE AND UNDEFEATED (Ukraine 2016, Dariya Hirna et. al., 12:35 min.); Documentary film about decommu-

nization in Chervonohrad/Ukraine. 
 

Discussion after the screening with:  

OLGA BIRZUL, journalist, editor and curator of 'SEE UKRAINE: Docudays UA on tour'.  

MICHALINA MUSIELAK, visual artist and documentary filmmaker based in Warsaw, Poland. Director of 'Miss 

Holocaust' which premiered on Berlinale Short competition this year. Participant of Viadrinicum 2017. 

Moderation: Stefan Henkel 
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Panel Discussion. Viadrinicum 2017 

How to Deal with the Soviet/Socialist Past in Urban Context?  

Georgian, Ukrainian and Polish Experiences 
 

September 04, 2017, 6.00 pm, Europa-Universität Viadrina 

Große Scharrnstraße 59, 15230 Frankfurt/Oder, HG 109 

 

Dr. Vasyl Cherepanyn, Cultural Studies Department of the National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, 

Head of Visual Culture Research Center, Kyiv (Ukraine). 

Prof. Dr. Mariusz Czep zyński, cultural geographer, professor at the Department of Spatial Management, 

U i ersity of Gdańsk (Poland). 

Prof. Dr. Ketevan Khutsishvili, Professor of Ethnology in Tbilisi State University (Georgia) 

 

The process of social construction of our past(s) is a never-ending political struggle over the events and 

historical figures that we prefer to remember and the ones we tend to relegate to oblivion. Crystallizing 

our memories in monumental and architectural forms, the cities we live in, thus, become open-air muse-

ums that find themselves constantly in the making, while the exhibits that are presented there become 

the object of heated political debates at the turning points of history.  

The problem of dealing ith aterial lega ies fro  the pre ious epo hs ould ’t e ore rele a t i  the 
context of the countries of post-Soviet/post-socialist space. De-communization campaigns that have 

been promoted in Georgia, Ukraine and Poland at different points of recent history have often placed 

Soviet/socialist architectural and symbolic heritage at the center of political debates about identity and 

produced ambivalent public effects in those countries. The often polarizing nature of such debates begs 

the question how this legacy is defined in the public or professional discourse in the respective countries 

and what kind of meaning it is usually invested with. Are there socially accepted ways of dealing with that 

heritage that would not presuppose its blatant destruction and erasure from public sphere? And what 

traces, if any, such destruction and erasure leave behind? These are the questions that will be elucidated 

in the course of the podium discussion. 
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September 5, 2017  

6.00 pm 

Große Scharrnstr. 59 

Frankfurt/Oder 

HG 109 
 

 

Talk. Viadrinicum 2017 
 

Experiences of Reconciliation in Polish-Ukrainian Relations   
Professor Dr. Yaroslav Hrytsak 
 

The presentation will focus on two partic-

ular cases of the Polish-Ukrainian reconcil-

iation: a successful one, in case of the 

Polish Military Cemetery in Lviv (early 

2000s) and a failed one, with regard to the 

1943 Polish ethnic cleansing by Ukrainian 

nationalists (in 2013). It will seek to ana-

lyze the reasons for these cases of success 

and failure in a larger context of memory politics in Eastern Europe. 

 

Yaroslav Hrytsak is a professor at the Ukrainian Catholic University (Lviv, Ukraine) 

where he is the director of the Jewish Studies Program. He has taught, among oth-

ers, at Columbia University, Harvard University, and the Central European Univer-

sity. He is the author of numerous publications on modern history of Eastern Eu-

rope, including Prophet in his Native Land: Ivan Franko and His Community  (Kyiv, 

2006; Polish translation in 2011; English translation is forthcoming) and has re-

ceived various Ukrainian and foreign awards for his academic achievements and 

public activity. 

 

Moderation: Professor Dr. Alexander Wöll 
 

With kind financial support of:  
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Trawy i Kamienie  

Concert 

Viadrinicum 2017 

September 9, 2017, 6.00 pm, Verbuendungshaus Fforst 

Forststraße 4, 15230 Frankfurt/Oder 

 

Trawy I Kamienie: 

Emilia Niezbecka (vocal, violin, Dholki) 

Elisabeth Ruhe (vocal, flute, accordion)  

Zhenja Oks (vocal, guitar, Bouzouki) 

 

Trawy i Kamienie ("Grasses and Stones") are the three versatile musicians Emilia Niezbecka from Poland 

- vocal, violin, Dholki - Zhenja Oks from Ukraine - vocal, guitar, Bouzouki - and Elisabeth Ruhe from Ger-

many - vocal, flute, accordion - who have met in to present their international lyric verses. Their songs 

are based on poems in Polish, German, Russian and Portuguese, and they tell about dreams, animals 

and shadows. The variety of lyrics is also reflected in the music, which is influenced by jazz and world 

music, folk and chanson, classical and songwriter music. The compositions leave space for spontaneity 

and experimentation, for situational and intuitive modifications, which make every concert a unique 

experience. 

 

Video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuvRFMo48Qs 

Audio:  https://soundcloud.com/zhenja-oks/trawy-i-kamienie-detail  

Website:  http://www.emilianiezbecka.com/de/trawyikamienie // www.soundkitchen.berlin  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuvRFMo48Qs
https://soundcloud.com/zhenja-oks/trawy-i-kamienie-detail
%09http:/www.emilianiezbecka.com/de/trawyikamienie%20/
http://www.soundkitchen.berlin/

