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WEST POINT SOCIETY OF DC

Wednesday, 
January 24, 2018

11:30 AM-1:00 PM

FORT MYER 
PATTON HALL

https://www.westpointaog.org
/WPSofDC-

2018WinterLuncheon

RSVP NLT: 
Saturday, 

January 20, 2018

Winter Luncheon Speaker
Cadet Simone Askew 
Cadet First Captain

Class of 2018

Our guest for the Winter Luncheon is Cadet 
First Captain, Simone Askew. Born in Bethesda 
and a graduate of Fairfax High School in 
Fairfax, Virginia, Simone chose to attend the 
Military Academy over the Naval Academy 
because of her desire to pursue a major in the 
humanities as an undergraduate.  

An international history major who was recently 
selected as a Rhodes Scholar, she has broken 
barriers as the first African American woman to 
be named First Captain, 37 years after current 
four-star general Vincent K. Brooks became the 
first African American to hold the position. That 
same year, Pat Locke became the first African
American woman to graduate from the Academy, which admitted its first 
class of women in 1976.

On campus, Askew strives to capture the spirit of a well-rounded person. 
In addition to her role as First Captain, she develops new leaders as the 
Cadet-in-Charge of a program called the Elevation Initiative. She has also 
been a member of the West Point Crew Team. She has also received a 
number of academic honors, including a Black Engineer of the Year 
Award for military leadership. She is an EXCEL scholar and a member of 
Phi Alpha Theta, the National History Honor Society. Her military skills are 
sharp, too -- she is a graduate of Air Assault School and achieved the 
highest woman cadet Recondo score in her class during Cadet Field 
Training.

She is looking forward to her two years at Oxford, where she plans on 
pursuing a degree in diplomatic studies or women’s studies. Afterwards, 
she will head to the Engineer Basic Officer Leadership Course for Army 
Engineers and begin her life as an Army Officer.

https://www.westpointaog.org/WPSofDC-2018WinterLuncheon
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Letter From the President

WPSDC.ORG

Keith Walker ‘76

(companies) or to register an individual (job-seekers), visit 
www.MilitaryOfficerJobFair.com

As we look to the New Year, it’s my great pleasure to share with you an update on our WPSDC 
Founders Day Gala, to be held on Saturday, 10 March 2018, at the Gateway Marriott in Crystal City.  This 
year’s keynote speaker will be CPT Kristen Griest ’11, one of the Army’s first two female Ranger School 
graduates and the first female infantry officer. CPT Griest, of Orange, CT, was commissioned a Military 
Police officer upon graduation in 2011, and is a veteran of Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan. 
Kristen graduated from Ranger School in August 2015 and became an Infantry officer in April 2016. She 
currently commands Bravo Company, 2-505 PIR, 3BCT, 82nd ABN DIV at Ft. Bragg, NC. You can expect 
a great presentation. This is the largest Founders Day event in the world – get a couple of tables of 
classmates and save the date. Look forward to seeing you at our new venue!

Dear Fellow Graduates:
The winning streak is now at two, as Army defeated Navy in the 118th Army-Navy Game, 14-13. The 

scene at Lincoln Financial Field after the win in Philadelphia rivaled that of last year’s win in Baltimore. 
Having defeated Air Force on 4 November, 21-0, The Corps, alumni, and soldiers everywhere rejoiced as 
the victory over Navy means that Army takes home the Commander-In-Chief’s Trophy for the first time 
since 1996.

To put an exclamation mark on the season, Army beat San Diego State 
on 23 December in the Armed Forces Bowl, 42-35, closing out the season 
with an overall record of 10-3. Next year, we will extend the winning streak 
over Navy on Saturday, 8 December 2018, in Philadelphia.

Our successful closure of 2017 was also marked by a superb Military 
Officer Job Fair at the Army Navy Country Club on 1 December. The fair 
brings together a variety of companies, with a great group of leaders and 
individual contributors, many of whom have served our country in peace 
and war. Approximately 125 transitioning and former military officers 
attended our most recent Job Fair, along with 32 companies in the 
ballroom, and 5 veteran-oriented organizations in the foyer. Planning is 
already underway for the next job fair in July of 2018. The fair is free to all 
officers seeking employment. For more information about hosting a table

Photo by Rick French ‘86

https://wpsdc.hivebrite.com/
http://www.MilitaryOfficerJobFair.com
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Letter From the President

WPSDC.ORG

Keith Walker ‘76

We are also excited to welcome Cadet First Captain Simone Askew ’18, of Fairfax, VA, to share her 
perspective with us at our Society Winter Luncheon on Wednesday, 24 January 2018 at the Patton Club 
on Fort Myer.  Cadet Askew, who leads the 4,400 - strong Corps of Cadets, is the first African-American 
woman selected to serve as First Captain of the Corps of Cadets. A former member of the Army West 
Point Crew team, she is a graduate of Air Assault School, and also holds the highest woman cadet 
Recondo score during Combat Field Training II for the class of 2018. Simone was recently selected as a 
Rhodes Scholar, and will be among 32 American students to continue their studies at the University of 
Oxford in England.

You can keep up to date on all activities and events at the Society website www.wpsdc.org. The 
completely updated website has anything and everything you want to know about what West Pointers are 
up to in the greater Washington, DC area. We will keep you posted on our efforts to update our Society’s 
By-Laws, and let you know the details on recommended changes and when we will submit the new By-
Laws to the membership for approval.

If you are already a member of the West Point Society of DC, we appreciate your ongoing 
commitment, and hope that you will encourage your classmates to join. Remember, all of us are AOG 
members, but you must sign up to be Society member. If you not yet a member, go to www.wpsdc.org to 
get more information on how to join us.

On behalf of your West Point Society of DC, thank you for your interest in and contributions to West 
Point.

GO ARMY!  BEAT NAVY!

Keith
KEITH C. WALKER, ’76
Lieutenant General, U.S. Army, Retired
President, West Point Society of the District of Columbia

and the National Capital Region

https://wpsdc.hivebrite.com/
https://wpsdc.hivebrite.com/
https://wpsdc.hivebrite.com/
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Community Service
Sarah Komm ‘07

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities
11th Annual West Point Leadership and Ethics Conference (WPLEC) – Thursday, 15 March 2018 
The WPLEC committee is looking for volunteers to add to both its committee as well as for volunteer help 
on the day of the event. There are a variety of positions and opportunities available, so please contact 
Sarah Komm at sarah_komm@yahoo.com for more information. This event has grown bigger every year, 
and is an amazing opportunity for DC metro area high school Juniors to learn about the Ethical Decision 
Making Model with help from area alumni across all academies, West Point cadets and faculty, ROTC 
cadets, and local community leaders. Check out last year’s video at this link: http://bit.ly/2hoY1rK

8th Annual West Point Leadership Ethics and Diversity in STEM (LEADS) – Friday, 13 April 2018 
The LEADS committee is looking for two volunteers to head up Vice Chair positions in Operations and VIP 
management for the next DC area workshop. There will be other day-of volunteer opportunities available, 
but these two Vice Chair positions are pivotal to the success of next year’s workshop, and planning is 
starting now. If you are interested, please contact Sarah Komm at sarah_komm@yahoo.com. Learn more 
about LEADS at this video link: http://bit.ly/2ArOLqR

http://bit.ly/2hoY1rK
http://bit.ly/2ArOLqR
mailto:sarah_komm@yahoo.com
mailto:sarah_komm@yahoo.com
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Young Grad Events
Brandon Archuleta ‘06

The WPSDC Young Grads continued to build momentum over the past two months with strong 
turnout at the Army/Air Force and Army/Navy football watch parties in November and December, 
respectively.

The Young Grads even hosted a VIP for the Army/Navy watch party – Dr. Buzz Aldrin ’51. CPT 
Jason D’Elosua ’10, escorted Dr. Aldrin to and from the Crystal City Sports Pub as the famed 
astronaut and American hero was visiting the National Capital Region on business but wanted to 
watch the game with his fellow Grads. 

Looking to 2018, Young Grad Chair Brandon Archuleta ’06, will be on TDY to Carlisle Barracks over 
the next few months but is planning weekday happy hours in Washington, DC and potentially 
Bethesda, MD to break the Gloom Period. Additionally, there may be weekend opportunities for 
family friendly group sporting events at Washington Wizards (NBA) and Washington Capitals (NHL) 
games. If you’re interested in assisting, please reach out to Brandon at 
brandonjarchuleta@gmail.com.   

mailto:brandonjarchuleta@gmail.com
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Are you looking for a new job opportunity as in 2018? If so, your Society wants to help! In the coming 
year, we’ll be hosting three Military Officer Career Networking Nights (14 March, 13 June, 13 November) 
and two Military Officer Job Fairs (27 July and 5 December). All of these events will be held in the Army 
Navy Country Club (Arlington Campus) and are free to you.

In addition, we distribute a monthly Career Advisory Services Newsletter to all West Point Grads living in 
the National Capital Region. So, if you’re seeking civilian employment, be sure to send us a brief, one-
paragraph write-up about your background and career interests so that we can include it in the 
newsletter. We also encourage you to attend the monthly Joint Service Academy Business Mixers and 
the quarterly Service Academy Career Conferences.

Career Advisory Services 
Carl Savino ‘78

We live by our CAS motto – “Grads Helping Grads!”
For more information on these career transition services, visit http://wpsdc.org/career-advisory-services. If 
you have questions,  email Carl Savino '78 at WPSDC.CareerServices@gmail.com.

https://wpsdc.hivebrite.com/networks/wpsdc/custom_page/military-officer-career-networking-nights
https://wpsdc.hivebrite.com/networks/wpsdc/custom_page/military-officer-job-fairs
https://wpsdc.hivebrite.com/networks/wpsdc/custom_page/joint-service-academy-business-mixers
https://sacc-jobfair.com/default.aspx
http://wpsdc.org/career-advisory-services
mailto:WPSDC.CareerServices@gmail.com
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Nominations
Kristin (Knapp) French ‘86

It’s that time of year to nominate deserving graduates for two WPSDC awards – the Castle Award and 
the Distinguished Member Award!  Both will be presented at the 10 March 2018 Founders Day.

The Castle Award is presented to the USMA graduate who has distinguished himself or herself in 
exemplifying the ideals of West Point – in either a military or civilian capacity. The award recognizes 
graduates with outstanding qualities and character who have served our country well. To submit a 
nomination, either an individual or a class needs to submit a justification letter by 21 January 2018 to 
provide the Nominations Committee enough time to review the packets and make their selection. The 
nomination should contain sufficient supporting information to permit the Committee to evaluate how the 
nominee exemplifies the ideals of West Point. The nominee/recipient must be a USMA graduate, and must 
be present to receive the award.  Residence in the area or membership in the WPSDC are desired, but not 
required. (Travel expenses are not covered.)

The Distinguished Member Award is presented to West Point graduates who have made significant 
contributions to West Point, the WPSDC, their class, or their community. The award recognizes graduates 
whose outstanding character and distinguished service compare to the West Point motto of “Duty, Honor, 
Country.” Usually 1-3 persons are selected each year to receive the Distinguished Member Award.  
Nomination letters must also arrive from either an individual or class NLT 21 January 2018. The recipient 
must be a USMA graduate. Residence in the area and membership in the WPSDC is required.

I am sure there are many deserving local USMA grads who are worthy of receiving these awards. Please 
send any/all nominations to me at kkfrench86@gmail.com.  Again, the suspense for all nominations is 21 
January 2018.  BEAT NAVY!

2017 Castle Awardee Geoff Prosch ‘69

mailto:kkfrench86@gmail.com
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Admissions Report
Mike Peffers ‘82

This image cannot currently be displayed.

Just four years ago your Local Admissions Team recruited an outstanding young lady from Fairfax High 
School. She had three Varsity letters in Volleyball and was twice the Team Captain. She also had another 
two Varsity letters in track, was a Club Vice President, and a member of the National Honor Society. In 
January 2018 she will return to the National Capital Region in her role as First Captain! Needless to say, 
our Admissions team is very proud of Simone Askew and her many accomplishments as a cadet.

As of 22 December 2017, we have 720 candidates from the DC Region applying to West Point. Four of 
them have already received and accepted offers of admission – coincidentally they are all female and 
recruited athletes. One attends a regional magnet school, Thomas Jefferson School for Science and 
Technology in Alexandria, where she plays soccer. In addition, Nolan Cockrill, a senior attending 
Westfield High School in Chantilly, has committed to attending West Point. He was recently named to 
The Washington Post Fall 2017 All-Met first team football defense, playing defensive lineman for the 
Virginia football state champions.

In March we will host a reception the hour prior to Founders Day to recognize the area's candidates 
receiving offers of admission. If your schedule permits, you should come meet these great candidates 
choosing West Point!

Photos by Rick French ‘86
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Founders Day
Becca Lloyd ‘04

Founders Day will be held on 10 March at Crystal 
Gateway Marriott in Crystal City, VA. The gem of 
Metropolitan Washington, DC is situated in the 
heart of Crystal City. The hotel has indoor access 
to the DC Metrorail through the lobby and ample 
parking. It is easily accessible from several major 
highways (Route 1, I-395, I-495 and George 
Washington Parkway). 

A dedicated website is now available to book 
your hotel rooms. Room reservations ($149 for 
a standard and $179 for junior suite) can be 
made at this web address:  
https://aws.passkey.com/e/49227944

Ticket prices and dinner options will be 
announced soon!

Save the Date – March 10, 2018!

Book your Hotel Room Now!

The after-party entertainment has been selected! 
Based in Northern Virginia, Diplomatic Immunity 
is a high energy party/dance band in the DC 
metro area featuring great songs from the 80s, 
90s, 00s and today.

Check out a short clip of their music skills at 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=_smB-
Py8KBo&feature=youtu.be

Entertainment

BJ[39

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=_smB-Py8KBo&feature=youtu.be
https://aws.passkey.com/e/49227944
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Membership
Joe Simonelli ‘87

On Brave Old Army Team, IOn to the 2018 Membership Drive!
OUR society remains one of the largest. With almost 6000 graduates in the area, many who transition in 
and out over the years, we have over 910 active members. We span over three quarters of a century with 
our oldest member from the Class of 1940 and our youngest 2015. Since our newsletter goes out to all 
graduates in the area, many do not know if they are members of the society. If you are NOT SURE of your 
membership status, please check at:
https://www.westpointaog.org/WPSofDC_CurrentMembers
What are the BENEFITS of being a member of the society?  First, you personally get discounted fees for 
the major WPSDC events such as Founders Day, Quarterly Luncheons, and Career Services events. 
Second, you help benefit our society as we have the financial ability to put on high-quality events for our 
Grads and make meaningful gifts to the Academy and Cadet Activities. In 2017 our society GAVE $10k to 
support Cadet Clubs and Activities. Finally, and most important, you continue to actively enjoy the 
comradery we all share as members of the LONG GRAY LINE.
Our 2018 Membership Drive started 1 November 2017. Our GOAL is to increase membership by 10%, 
that’s only 86 graduates. That is something we can easily accomplish. What are the dues you ask?
Annual Dues:  $45/year, $25/year for Class of 2008 forward
Lifetime Dues:  $500/one-time
Graduates who passed their 60th anniversary are exempt (Class of 1958 and earlier)
A strong membership is key to our success.  If you are not a member, we hope you will consider joining for 
the 2018 membership year.  If you are an annual paying member, please remember to renew your 
membership during the membership drive.  To ensure you never forget paying your annual dues, consider 
becoming a LIFETIME MEMBER!
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU. If you have any thoughts or ideas about membership, to include what 
we can do better, please let us know.  Please feel free to contact me at 
wpsdc.membership@gmail.com.   In addition, we hope to conduct a survey in the near future so keep an 
eye out for notices in upcoming newsletters and more importantly participate when asked! 

https://www.westpointaog.org/WPSofDC_CurrentMembers
mailto:wpsdc.membership@gmail.com
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West Point Parents Club

Joint Service Academies Ball a Great Success!

A heartfelt thank you to the West Point Society of DC for generously sponsoring the Joint Service 
Academies Ball on 28 December 2017. Almost 200 cadets, midshipmen, family and friends from the five 
service academies dressed in their best and enjoyed a night of fellowship and playful competition. The 
Coast Guard Academy Parents Club took lead on this year’s ball, and Vice Admiral Sandra Stosz, USCGA 
‘82, was our guest speaker. Although on winter break, these young men and women took the time to 
create new friendships and renew old acquaintances with their fellow future officers.



WEST POINT SOCIETY OF DC 
& the NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION 

Winter Luncheon

Wednesday, 24 January 2018

Guest of Honor & Featured Speaker:

Cadet Simone Askew

Cadet First Captain

Patton Hall, Fort Myer

11:30 am - Social

12:00 pm - Luncheon

12:25 pm - Announcements & Featured Speaker’s Remarks

• Menu: Garden Salad.  London broil with roasted red potatoes and julienne vegetables,
served with rolls, butter, coffee, tea, and decaffeinated coffee.

• Program: Cadet First Captain Askew will provide her unique perspective on the Corps of
Cadets and the latest updates from West Point.

• Organization: Seating with your classmates unless otherwise requested.  If a single class
does not fill an entire table, members will be seated with an adjacent year class group.  If
specific group seating is desired, reservations may be submitted together or your request
simply noted on your reply.  If you sign up a graduate guest, please indicate the seating
preference, yours or his/her class table.

• Cost: $30/person for members, $40 for non-members.  Send checks and reservations to:
West Point Society of DC, Post Office Box 40007, Arlington, VA 22204-7007

• Reservations can also be made on line with payment by credit card at
https://www.westpointaog.org/WPSofDC-2018WinterLuncheon

• Suspense:  Reservations due no later than noon, Saturday, January 20, 2018.

• No cancellations after noon, Monday, January 22, 2018.

• Late reservations or cancellations should be directed to Patrick Clancey at
patrickfclancey@gmail.com

https://www.westpointaog.org/WPSofDC-2018WinterLuncheon
mailto:patrickfclancey@gmail.com


2018 Membership 
West Point Society of DC 

and the National Capital Region 
Send completed application and dues to: 

West Point Society of DC 
Post Office Box 40007 

Arlington, VA   22204-7007 

Join On-line at:  http://wpsdc.org/join 
Dues: $45 Reg ($25 for YG2008 and later); $500 Lifetime 

New Member Renewal Life Member Today’s Date 

For renewal and Life Membership show only name, class, Cullum No. Amount pd $ 

For All Graduates: Cullum Number Method: Cash Check 

Last Name First Name MI Class 

Home Address 

City State Zip Spouse Name 

Home Phone Mobile Email 

Rank Service 

Active Reserve Resigned Retired Other 

For Active Duty 

Unit or Office   

Address   

City State Zip 

Office Phone Fax Email 

For Retired and Non‐Active Duty Graduates 

Business/Industry Code Occupation _ Code 

Employer   

Address   

City State Zip 

Office Phone Fax Email 

For WPSDC Widow/Widowers: Enter your name here and your spouse’s name/class on the top line 

Last Name First Name MI 

Participation Statement 

I would like to get involved in the WPSDC!  My skills: 

Committees: Communications 

Admissions 

West Point Women 

Membership 

Founders Day 

Service 

Young Grads 

Conferences 

Other 

http://wpsdc.org/join
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